
First Baptist Church, Bloomington, IL 

Quarterly Congregational Business Meeting 

Sunday, August 8, 2021 

In-Person and by Zoom following the 10:00 AM Worship Service 

 

Moderator Mary Jo Douglass opened the meeting at 11:10 a.m. with prayer.  A quorum 

was present. 

 

Approval of Minutes – Joan Leitzen made a motion to approve the May 2, 2021, Annual 

Congregational Business Meeting.  Becky Strack seconded the motion.  MOTION 

PASSED. 

 

Treasurer Glenn Wetzel –  

• Finances are stable for the year 

• The checking account balance is $90,000 

• Hilliard Lyons balance is $541,000. That is an increase of $100,000 since the 

beginning of the year.  The increase is due to a bequest from Carolyn Loeb 

and the rising stock market. Baird will acquire Hilliard Lyons sometime this 

fall. 

• Offerings, as of June, totaled $153,000 which is over the budget of $145,000. 

Some of the uptick in offerings is from on-line attendees from Elliott Avenue 

Baptist Church in Springfield, and if they find a local church to join their 

giving will go with them. 

• Expenses of a little over $151,000 as of June are below the budget of 

$180,000.  Some bills are paid annually and will be paid this fall. 

• Overall, the word concerning finances is “stable” 

 

Church Clerk Joyce Topping- 

The Church Board recommends the congregation approve the requests for membership 

from Rylee Larson and Jayden Lattimore who were baptized on June 27, 2021, Anna 

Camp and Ruth Pullan who are coming based on Christian Experience and Calvin Wetzel 

who is coming with a letter of transfer. As church clerk, Joyce Topping made a motion 

that we receive these persons into membership of First Baptist Church.  Gabrielle 

Hastings seconded the motion.  MOTION PASSED. 

 

Covid Update- 

Mary Jo explained that we are following CDC recommendations and Illinois Department 

of Health guidelines and are asking everyone, vaccinated and unvaccinated to wear 

masks when in the church building.  We always consider the most vulnerable among us. 

 

Initial Proposal for Ministry at FBC – 

Pastor Brian Hastings presented a proposal from Worship, C.E., and Logos which is what 

they are aiming to start sometime in September.  The principles behind the proposals are:  

• The importance of discipleship and relationship throughout the week 

• Small groups as an essential aspect of ministry 

• Multiple expression of worship 



• Measuring success in Christ-likeness and growth in connecting with others 

• Demonstration of our lived valves: Diversity ( in culture, music, worship 

expression) Intergenerational life, Relationships, and Innovation 

Sunday Morning –  

• Continue with one Sunday morning worship service at 10 a.m. 

• Invite small groups to meet either before or after the service 

• Consider offering children’s church at a set point in the service for pre-K. 

Wednesday Evening –  

• Designing Wednesday as a second focal point of ministry through the week at 

FBC 

• Including a worship service that seeks to engage and express worship for 

those seeking a more experiential, participatory and informal service 

• The High School LOGOS group to attend this service during their Bible Study 

time 

• Participation in the LOGOS meal/family time as an option, with a suggested 

free will offering to offset food cost. 

 

Mary Jo asked that we think about what the pastor said and if we have any ideas, bring 

them to the Church Board or the pastor.  

 

Comments about the last three months- 

 Joyce Benton thanked everyone who has helped with the set-up and take-down for 

Worship services.  

When the congregation was asked by Pastor Brian, what they thought of the out-

door services continuing into the fall, the comments were that they liked the out-door 

services as long as the weather holds. 

 Pastor Brian offered a praise for all that has been happening and the opportunities 

for small groups.  He asked how many children went to camp this summer and the 

answer was at least six children and three or four families.   

 Michelle Wiggins said that VBS had twenty-three kids present every night. 

 Cheryl Gaines said that Judson Fellowship at ISU needs new board members from 

FBC.  Our church is one of the major backers of this program. 

 James Martin (via Zoom) relayed that the AB Men Disaster Relief Team needs 

some younger persons because of the physical labor involved in disaster relief. 

 

Pastor Brian Hastings closed with prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joyce Topping 


